
Helpful Information 
For anyone who is in need of help or assistance during these Covid-19 national re-
strictions, the Town Council thought it might be helpful for residents to have the con-
tact details of groups and organisations which may help them with any additional 
needs.  Please keep these details to hand. 

Food shopping, practical tasks, general advice:  

Dorset Council Helpline - 01305 221 000  

Financial Support:  

Citizens Advice - 0800 144 8848  

Loneliness and Isolation:  

Age UK - 01305 269 444  

The Silver Line (open 24/7) - 0800 4 70 80 90  

Cruse Bereavement - 0808 808 1677  

Family and relationship difficulties: 

Relate - 01302 380 900  

Mental Health:  

Samaritans (open 24/7) - 116 123  

https://www.samaritans.org/ 

If you are in urgent need of mental health advice and support, Dorset 
HealthCare's “Connection” service offers a 24-hour helpline on 0300 123 
5440  

Support with technology: 

Digital Hotline - 01305 221048  

You can also contact the Town Council Office for general help or signposting, and alt-
hough the office is currently closed due to the national restrictions with staff working 
from home, all enquiries can be dealt with by telephone and/or email between 9am 
and 2pm Monday to Friday on 01202 698600 or emailing office@corfemullen-tc.gov.uk. 

 
You must stay at home, if you have to leave for essential reasons remember: 

 
 

 
 
 

Find out more at gov.uk/coronavirus 

If you have not yet heard, Dorset Council have 
produced their Draft Local Plan which covers the 
whole of Dorset. The Plan sets out the proposed 
areas in Dorset which have been identified as 
suitable for development and will provide planners 
with guidance on their decision making until 
2038, although the plan will be reviewed every 4 
or 5 years after approval. The amount of housing 
allocation for each area is also included and this has 
a major impact on Corfe Mullen.

The Plan is currently out for consultation and all 
Town and Parish Councils across Dorset will be 
responding, but there is also the need for residents 
to get involved by responding to the consultation 
and have their say. After all, it is the residents living 
in the community who will be impacted by this 
plan the most. You can view the plan online on 
the Dorset Council website and follow the links to 
planning, and planning policy or via this link:

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-
buildings-land/planning-policy/dorset-council-local-
plan.aspx

You can also respond to the consultation on  
the same web page, but you only have until  
15 March 2021 when the consultation period ends. 
Responses by telephone can be made on 01305 
252500 or by post to Dorset Council Local Plan, 
South Walks House, South Walks Road, Dorchester, 
DT1 1UZ.

Dorset Council are also hosting several Webinars and 
podcasts to enable people to understand the Plan 
and what it means, and you can view these again via 
the Dorset Council website or on the Dorset Council 
YouTube channel. Just search for Dorset Council on 
YouTube.

Corfe Mullen Town Council is compiling its 
response to the Plan and this will be discussed with 
a final draft presented for agreement at the Full 
Town Council meeting on 23 February 2021, with 
submission to Dorset Council shortly afterwards. 
In the meantime, the Council would like to share 
some of the issues it is raising in the hope it might 
assist you with your response.

Housing Allocation - there has been little or no 
compliance with the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF), in that, local housing need 
assessments should be based on the central standard 
method, unless exceptional circumstances justify an 
alternative approach. Corfe Mullen is surrounded by 
green belt and areas of outstanding natural beauty, 
making the allocation wholly inappropriate and at 
odds with the NPPF. The 400+ homes are to meet an 
arbitrary target of homes Dorset must deliver, rather 
than the actual need locally.

Green Belt - All the areas identified are situated 
on green belt land and Dorset Council claims 
there are no alternatives. However, there is no 
evidence within the Plan that alternatives have 
been sought and considered, which it is required 
to do by statute. Corfe Mullen sits on the boundary 
with BCP Council which has many brown field sites 
able to accommodate the suggested housing need 
before any infringement to the green belt. The legal 
requirement to have an informed discussion with 
neighbouring authorities should have taken place 
and been evidenced in the plan but it appears this 
legal requirement has not been met.

Specific Site Issues - The areas identified at Pardy’s 
Hill, Sleight Lane and Haywards Lane are all set off a 
small country road with access via a limited visibility 
junction at the top of a very steep hill. There 
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would need to be major highways redevelopment 
to accommodate the increased traffic levels and 
to make the junction safe. This would still leave a 
heavily congested road network in and out of the 
developed areas.

The plan contradicts itself by stating that there is a 
need to avoid building in areas likely to flood. The 
Haywards Lane site is within an area which suffers 
from severe flooding. Corfe Mullen allotments 
(located in the same stretch of valley) have suffered 
continually from flooding and the houses have had 
occasional flooding. This will only worsen if housing 
is sited in the valley. The whole valley is a collection 
point for the surrounding hills and building will 
merely aggravate the situation.

There are many other issues which will be included 
in the Town Council’s full response, which will be 
published in Draft form prior to the meeting at the 
end of February and, once agreed and approved, 
will be published on the Corfe Mullen Town Council 
website for the public to view and use for its own 
responses, should they wish to do so.

 CORFE MULLEN NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Following on from the Dorset Local Plan 
Consultation, Corfe Mullen Town Council has 
resolved to commence a Neighbourhood Plan for 
Corfe Mullen.

Neighbourhood Plans provide some control over 
potential developments within the parish by way  
of agreed policies. Local residents are invited to  
be part of the Neighbourhood Plan forum, which 
will be led by an experienced consultant selected 
under normal procurement rules for Town and 
Parish Councils.

Neighbourhood Plans take approximately 3 years 
from resolving to devise the plan to the referendum 
and adoption. Neighbourhood Plans are voted on by 
residents within the parish at a referendum. Local 
residents involvement is essential in ensuring that 
the Neighbourhood Plan policies cover the issues 
which are prudent to the area.

All Neighbourhood Plans are built from the County 
or Unitary authority within which the parish 

resides, effectively becoming part of the County 
Plan. The County Plan will determine the more 
general aspects of planning requirements with the 
Neighbourhood Plan covering the more specific 
and local issues, such as cycling and walking 
facilities, footpaths and other amenities, or even 
a style of housing, if it is appropriate to the area, 
which are all relevant to planning issues.

However, Neighbourhood Plans cannot determine 
the number of Doctors surgeries, shops or school 
facilities that might be required as these are 
policy issues rather than planning issues. What 
Neighbourhood Plans do provide is assurance to 
residents that when a development is proposed, all 
of the requirements of the Neighbourhood Plan are 
followed in order for that development to go ahead.

The application for Corfe Mullen to have a 
designated Neighbourhood Plan area is underway 
with Dorset Council and once this has been agreed 
by them, work can commence on appointing a 
consultant and applying for funding. After both of 
these issues have been completed, local residents 
will start to hear more about how to get involved in 
the public forum.

 2021 CENSUS

Every 10 years the Office of National Statistics runs  
a census across the country and the 2021 National 
Census Day is on Sunday 21 March.

Very soon all households will receive a letter with 
a unique code which they use to log in online and 
answer the questionnaire. For those who cannot 
access the online facilities the letter will set out 
how you can obtain help via a telephone number.

It is essential that everyone completes the 
questionnaire where they can, as it helps to 
determine the social needs across the country 
as well as providing a whole host of information 
which will be used historically in years to come. 
Census Field Officers will be encouraging people to 
complete the census and help you to access further 
help if you need it.

For more information visit census.gov or contact 
Philip Eades on 07452 948119 or email  
philip.eades98@field.census.gov.uk

 CORFE MULLEN VILLAGE HALL

Due to the National Lockdown restrictions, the 
Town Council as the Sole Trustee of the Village Hall, 
agreed to close the Hall until further notice. It was 
agreed that during the closure some necessary 
works would be carried out to bring the small hall 
toilet facilities up to the required legal standard, 
which would include disability friendly facilities 
along with increased disabled access for the main 
hall, extension of the small hall to enable storage of 
the tables and chairs, and a loading bay and disabled 
parking space to the front.

Plans are being drawn up and the Town Council 
will be considering these in its role as Sole Trustee, 
with a view to getting planning permission to 
enable building works to take place as soon as 
possible. It is hoped this will all be completed to 
enable the Village Hall to open again once the 
restrictions have lifted and it is considered safe for 
the activities to recommence.

The Village Hall is a great asset for Corfe Mullen 
and once reopened we hope to welcome not just 
our regulars, but also anyone within Corfe Mullen 
and beyond to hire the improved facilities.

Hire charges will be reviewed before the Village 
Hall is reopened and will be published on the Corfe 
Mullen Town Council Website.

www.corfemullen-tc.gov.uk/Village_Hall

GET TO KNOW YOUR TOWN COUNCIL...

Are you familiar with your Town Councillors? Corfe 
Mullen Town Council has 14 Town Councillors, 2 
of whom are also Dorset Councillors and as Town 
Councils are non political, they sit as Councillors to 
act in the best interests of Corfe Mullen as a whole. 
They are:

The Town Council is supported by Office and 
Grounds Staff with the Town Clerk being the 
Proper Officer and Responsible Financial Officer, 
overseeing the day to day management and 
providing advice and guidance to the Town Council.

The Staff are Nicola Gray, Town Clerk, Catherine 
Horsley, Deputy Town Clerk, Claire Gamble, 
Assistant Clerk, Sheila Bird, Assistant Clerk, John 
Case, Head Groundsman and his team of Assistant 
Grounds Staff, Will Stokes, Chris Case, Mike White 
and Phil Willis.

Mike Barron  
(also Dorset  
Councillor)

Adrian Craven

Dave Everett

Paul Harrison  
(also Dorset  
Councillor)

Anne Holland

Paul Holland

Bill Honeyman

Tim Howard

Susan Jefferies

Jocelyn Lortie

David Mattocks

Phil Purvis

Duncan Sowry-House  
(Mayor)

Julia Stennett


