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CORFE MULLEN TOWN COUNCIL 
Towers Way, Corfe Mullen, Wimborne 
Dorset, BH21 3UA 
01202 698600 
nicolagray@corfemullen-tc.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of the meeting of Corfe Mullen Town Council 

 held on Tuesday 24 August 2021 at 19:00 in the main hall of the Village Hall  

Present: Councillors 
 D Sowry-House (Chairman/Mayor) 
 M Barron 
 A Craven 
 D Everett 
 P Harrison 
 A Holland 
 P Holland 
 B Honeyman 
 T Howard 
 S Jefferies 
 J Lortie 
 D Mattocks 
 P Purvis 
 J Stennett 
  
In Attendance:  Nicola Gray (Town Clerk) 
 Catherine Horsley (Deputy Town Clerk) (minute taker) 

 

 Public Participation 
  
 There was one member of the public present. 
  
 The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked the Clerk for attending 

the meeting whilst on annual leave. 
  
TC 21/21 To Receive and Accept apologies for absence (LGA 1972 s85 (1))  
   
 No apologies for absence were received.  
   
TC 21/22 To Record any declarations of interest Members to declare any interests, including 

Disclosable Pecuniary Interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the 
requirements of the Town Council’s Code of Conduct and to consider any prior 
requests from members for Dispensations that accord with Localism Act 2011 s33(b-
e) (NB this does not preclude any later declarations). 

 

   
 Declarations of interest were received pertaining to agenda item no. TC 21/37 from 

Cllr Harrison, Cllr Jefferies and Cllr Honeyman as Trustees of the Corfe Mullen Youth 
Trust. 

 

   
TC 21/23 To Approve minutes of meeting held on 7 June 2021 LGA 1972, sch 12, para 41 A 
   
 The minutes of the meeting held on 7 June 2021 were APPROVED.  
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TC 21/24 To Note the already Approved minutes of Committees B 
 • Planning Committee held on 13 April 2021 

 
The minutes were NOTED. 

 

   
TC 21/25 To Approve Retrospective Items – Items which had already been agreed under the 

temporary Scheme of Delegation. 
C 

   
 It was RESOLVED to note approved matters under the Scheme of Delegation.  
   
TC 21/26 To Receive Retrospective Items – Items which had already been received via 

email under the temporary Scheme of Delegation. 
 

D 

 The Quarterly Budget Monitoring Report for Q1 2021/22 was RECEIVED.  
   

TC 21/27 To Declare the Council’s Eligibility to use the General Power of Competence E 
   
 It was RESOLVED Corfe Mullen Town Council met the prescribed conditions to use 

the General Power of Competence in accordance with Parish Councils (General 
Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 20212 (SI2012/965) and was 
therefore eligible to use the General Power of Competence. 

 

   
TC 21/28 To Approve the Salary Increases to Clerk and Deputy Clerk in Accordance with 

Contractual Obligations in Respect of Training Qualifications 
F 

   
 Members congratulated the Clerk and Deputy Clerk on successfully completing CiLCA 

and ILCA qualifications, respectively. 
 
It was RESOLVED to NOTE and APPROVE the contractual salary increases for the 
Clerk from 1 July 2021 from SCP 37 to SCP 38 and the Deputy Clerk from 1 May 2021 
from SCP 26 to SCP 27.  

 

   
TC 21/29 To Agree with Adoption of LGA Code of Conduct G 
   
 The Clerk presented the report and recommended that, following the recent online 

training by DAPTC, the Town Council approve and adopt the model Code of Conduct. 
 
Cllr Craven asked if the new register method of registering an interest had been 
circulated.  The Clerk advised DAPTC had confirmed there had been some technical 
issues, however, Dorset Council anticipated the register would be circulated by the 
end of August 2021.   
 
Cllr Harrison noted at a Dorset Council level, members were dis-satisfied with the 
training, which was being reviewed along with the declarations. 
 
It was RESOLVED to APPROVE and adopt the model Code of Conduct. 

 

   
TC 21/30 To Approve Accounts for Payment H 
   
 Cllr Craven asked for clarification as to the HR Consultant.  The Clerk confirmed Ellis 

Whittam were the current provider for both H&S and H&R, but following the Town 
Council’s approval of the retrospective items, H&S advice will be provided by 
Peninsula from 28 August, with HR advice being provided by SW Councils from 1 
September. 
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Cllr Honeyman asked what tree surgeon work had been carried out at the Recreation 
Ground.  The Clerk confirmed the work was a result of some fallen tree branches 
between the dog walking field and community orchard. 
 
It was RESOLVED to APPROVE Accounts for Payment. 

   
TC 21/31 To Approve Bank Reconciliations I 
   
 It was RESOLVED to retrospectively APPROVE Bank Reconciliations for April, May, 

June and Bank Reconciliation for July 2021, and the Chairman duly signed each 
reconciliation.  

 

   
TC 21/32 To Receive and Approve Annual Review of Financial Regulations J 
   
 The Clerk presented the report, noting the updates were not substantive and had been 

highlighted for ease of reference.  Members thanked the Clerk for the concise and 
clear summary of the amendments noted on the report. 
 
It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the Financial Regulations for 2021/22 financial year. 

 

   
TC 21/33 To Approve the Revised Grant Policy and Application Form K 
   
 The Clerk presented the report, noting the timeline for applications had been brought 

forward one month to receive completed application forms by 30 September.  
Applications would then be considered and recommendations by the Finance & 
Administration Committee in October put to Full Council at the end of October, with 
grants paid by 30 November. 
 
Cllr Craven asked if the grants to be awarded were exclusive to Corfe Mullen residents.  
The Clerk felt the policy should not preclude any organisation from applying for a grant, 
however question 9 on the application form asked how the organisation/activity 
benefitted the residents of Corfe Mullen. 
 
It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the Grant Awarding Policy and Application Form. 

 

   
 Cllr Barron joined the meeting.  
   
TC 21/34 To Consider and Approve the Council Insurance for Year 2021/22 L 
   
 The Clerk presented the report, noting three insurance brokers along with the existing 

Broker had been approached to provide quotes for the renewal of the Town Council’s 
insurance from 1 October 2021 to 30 September 2022.  A renewal quote was provided 
by Came & Co/Hiscox Insurance along with a quote from BHIB/Aviva.  Unfortunately, 
the other two insurance brokers were unable to quote. 
 
The Clerk advised the Deputy Clerk had produced a comparison table which 
demonstrated the benefits of both providers and noted the table would be circulated 
to members for information following the meeting. 
 
Members discussed the Clerks recommendation to appoint BHIB/Aviva to provide 
insurance from 1 October 2021 to 30 September 2024, noting the reduction being 
given for a 3-year tie in and the level of cover being higher than that which had been 
included in the renewal quote received from the existing Broker.  This resulted in a 
very competitive yet comprehensive quote. 
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Cllr Harrison proposed to appoint BHIB/Aviva to provide insurance from 1 October 
2021 to 30 September 2024, which was seconded by members. 
 
It was RESOLVED to APPROVE BHIB/Aviva as the Town Councils insurance provider 
from 1 October 2021 to 30 September 2024. 
 
It was further RESOLVED for all members to review and approve quotations via email 
due to the timing of renewal on 1 October 2021 and to retrospectively note the 
approved insurance provider at the next Full Council meeting. 

   
TC 21/35 To Consider support a Traffic Regulation Order for Double Yellow Lines M 
   
 Cllr Barron provided an overview of vehicle parking in the turning circle/cul-de-sac in 

Victoria Close.  Cllr Barron supported the request from a resident for double yellow 
lines in the turning circle/cul-de-sac to discourage parking, as residents could park in 
nearby parking areas less than 15 metres away. 
 
Members discussed the issues with parking in this area and felt yellow lines would 
have little or no impact unless there was significant enforcement, which had been 
considered not a priority by Dorset Council.  Cllr Purvis suggested white lines within 
the turning circle to indicate access to driveways as an alternative, which he felt would 
act as a parking deterrent and was used significantly in most urban areas which was 
a less onerous process and cost. 
 
It was RESOLVED to consult with Dorset Council Highways for their advice on the 
best and quickest option for parking restrictions in Victoria Close. 

 

   
TC 21/36 To Consider Arrangement for Remembrance Sunday and Note Competition 

to Celebrate Centenary of the Royal British Legion 
Verbal 

   
 The Chairman provided an overview of the Royal British Legion’s position in terms of 

arrangements for Remembrance Sunday with organisation and costs now falling within 
local authority jurisdiction. 
 
The Chairman advised he had contacted Jane Burgess, Chaplain to the Mayor/Town 
Council who had suggested a Remembrance Sunday service at 11am at St Nicholas 
Church, which would be accessible to all, with wreaths being laid outside the church 
and then moved to the War Memorial at the Cemetery.   This would see no impact to 
Town Council finances and would not result in cancellations and financial loss should 
there be any restrictions put in place as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
The Chairman further noted he would be launching a competition for local school 
children to decorate a pebble with a remembrance theme which would be placed 
around the War Memorial at the Cemetery to celebrate the centenary of the Royal 
British Legion.  The prize would be funded from the Chairman’s allowance. 
 
It was RESOLVED the Chairman would liaise with Rev Burgess in respect of the 
Remembrance Sunday Service at 11am at St Nicholas Church, with wreaths laid 
outside the church and then moved to the War Memorial at the Cemetery.   
 
It was further RESOLVED that the Chairman would run a pebble decorating 
competition with the local schools with prizes awarded from the Chairman’s allowance. 
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TC 21/37 To Consider the Position of Corfe Mullen Youth Trust and Resolve the 
Temporary Level of Assistance to be Given 

N 

   
 The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to enable Cllrs Harrison, Jefferies, and 

Honeyman as Trustees of the Corfe Mullen Youth Trust to take part in the discussion, 
however, they were unable to take part in any vote. 
 
The Clerk presented the report, noting the decision to be made by the Full Council was 
purely for a ‘holding position’ to ensure the continuation of the service at the end of 
August 2021 and to provide administration support.  The easiest way for this to be 
achieved was for the Town Council to step in and act as the Sole Managing Trustee 
for Corfe Mullen Youth Trust as a temporary measure, similar to the arrangements for 
the Village Hall, which would have no financial implications on the Town Council, and 
more detailed discussions on the future of the Trust then able to take place at a future 
Trustees meeting. 
 
It was RESOLVED for the Town Council to work with the current Trustees of the Youth 
Trust to enable the Town Council to act as the Sole Managing Trustee for Corfe Mullen 
Youth Trust, initially as a temporary measure with discussion on the future of the Trust 
to take place at a future Trustee meeting.  
 
Cllr Jefferies thanked the Clerk for the comprehensive report and advised a meeting 
of the Corfe Mullen Youth Trust Trustees would now take place to confirm the 
handover.  Cllr Jefferies would report back to the Town Council following the meeting.  
Cllr Harrison thanked Cllr Jefferies, as Chair of the Youth Trust for her commitment to 
the Youth Trust over the years. 

 

   
TC 21/38 To Consider Grant Funding for Village Hall Improvement Work O 
   
 The Clerk presented the report for members to consider “in principle” grant funding to 

the Village Hall for the improvement works to be completed.  This would be a top up 
to the Village Hall monies already held and, indeed, there may not be a need for a 
grant, but for matters to be dealt with correctly the Town Council would need to indicate 
as to whether they would consider providing a grant in the future to facilitate the works.  
A figure, if required, was not yet known as the quotes had yet to be obtained.  The 
Clerk also provided an update on the planning application and work of the Architect.   
 
The Clerk confirmed once the Full Council had provided an indication as to the position 
of grant funding, a meeting of the Sole Trustee of the Village Hall would be scheduled. 
 
It was RESOLVED that a grant “in principle” would be considered if required, with 
further discussion on the amount to be granted made at a future meeting when plan 
details and building quotes had been received. 

 

   
TC 21/39 To Note Clerk’s Update Verbal 
   
 The Clerk provided an update on the following items: 

 

• Recent data breach. 

• Neighbourhood Plan and Community Land Trust. 

• Belway Homes development boundary on land adjacent to the Recreation Ground. 

• Update on the vandalism of the Recreation Ground toilets and in general. 

• Peninsula, H&S Advisers visiting on 17 September 2021. 

• Dorset Council Asset Transfers. 

• Community Governance Review. 
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• Commemorative tree planting. 

• External Audit. 
 
The Clerk’s report was NOTED. 

   
TC 21/40 To Note Mayor’s Report Verbal 
   
 The Chairman noted the cessation of the temporary Scheme of Delegation and 

thanked members for their support during the Covid-19 pandemic and embracing 
technology to meet on ZOOM when coronavirus regulations had allowed. 
 
The report was NOTED. 

 

   
TC 21/41 To Note Dorset Councillors’ Report Verbal 
   
 Cllr Harrison advised that members approved the Climate and Ecological Emergency 

Strategy and actions to reduce carbon emissions to become carbon neutral by 2040 
at the Dorset Council Full Council meeting held on 15 July 2021. 
 
Cllr Harrison also provided an update on a three-month pilot for Dorset’s Adult Social 
Care relating to monitoring artificial intelligence (AI) using Lilli technology to spot 
potential health issues. 
 
Cllr Barron noted a recent incident on the zebra crossing on Lockyer’s Road close to 
the Windgreen roundabout and asked if anyone had any information which he could 
take to Dorset Highways in a bid to have the zebra crossing moved. 
 
The report was NOTED.  

 

   
 At 21:00, the Chairman proposed that Standing Order X3 in relation to time limits for 

meetings be suspended to enable the meeting to proceed beyond two hours and the 
important business be completed. It was RESOLVED to suspend Standing Order X3.  

 

   
TC 21/42 Matters for Forthcoming Agendas No decisions can be taken1 Verbal 
   
 Cllr Harrison noted his communication with the Clerk in respect of the restart of the 

Climate Change Sub-Committee in the Autumn.  The Clerk noted most Town Councils 
had Climate Change as a recurring item on their agendas as the issue was an all-
encompassing matter which should be recognised by the Council as a whole, with a 
working party to work on the more practical elements.   

 

   
TC 21/43 To Agree a date and time for the next meeting  
   
 A brief discussion took place regarding the start times for the meetings, and it was 

agreed the earlier start of 6.30pm and 7pm was preferred. 
 
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 5 October 2021 at 19:00 in the main hall of 
the Village Hall, Towers Way, Corfe Mullen. 

 

   
TC 21/44 To Resolve to exclude members of the press and public – to agree that agenda 

item TC 21/45 be dealt with after the public (including the press) have been excluded 
 

 
1 Councils cannot lawfully decide items of business which are not specified in the summons/agenda (LGA1972 sch 12, paras 
10(2)(b) and Longfield Parish Council v Wright (1918) 88 LJ Ch 119) 
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as publicity would prejudice the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of 
the business to be transacted Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960. 

   
 The member of the public along with Cllr Jefferies and Cllr Mattocks as Trustees of the 

Corfe Mullen Sports Association left the meeting. 
 

   
TC 21/45 To Consider Legal Advice in Respect of the Pavilion and Resolve next steps Verbal 
   
 The Clerk provided a verbal update on the position of signing the lease extension for 

the Sports Pavilion and Hard Standing at Corfe Mullen Recreation Ground.  The Clerk 
had sought legal advice which was presented to the Town Council. 
 
Members discussed the options and implications to the Town Council and agreed a 
course of action which allowed the current tenant to remain in situ without signing the 
documents until public consultation had taken place and decision made as to the future 
of the Pavilion.  It was emphasised that the tenant would be given at least 6 months’ 
notice of requirement to leave the building when the time came. 
  
It was RESOLVED that if the new leases were not signed the Town Council would 
proceed with the existing leases continuing to run, with the tenant continuing to hold 
over and being entitled to remain in occupation of the premises during this time and 
until such a time as notice is given. 

 

   
TC 21/46 Close of meeting  
   
 The meeting closed at 21:40.  

 

Signed …………………………………………………………… Date ……………………………………. 


