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CORFE MULLEN TOWN COUNCIL – REPORT  
 

Meeting Date: 24 November 2020 
 

Agenda Item: TC 20/98        Paper: G 
 

Subject: Clerk’s Update 

 

Purpose of 
Report: 

To provide Councillors with an update on any ongoing work, actions, 
correspondence or information which has taken place since the last 
Full Council meeting. 

Background: Throughout the month the Clerk receives information and 
correspondence which is communicated by email.  This report 
provides updates to those emails and for actions from previous 
meetings for Councillors to keep updated.  

Key Points: • Christmas Tree Lights – there has been no further 
correspondence since the email sent on Tuesday 10 
November 2020.  It appears that a public appeal for funds has 
been launched and a grant application is expected from the 
Carnival committee to boost this.  Funding will be identified in 
the 2021/22 budget for a contribution towards 2021 Christmas 
lighting and to support the Carnival Committee in their 
community effort to bring the festivities across Corfe Mullen. 

• Letter of Claim – a letter of claim was received on Friday 13 
November 2020 in respect of a personal injury claimed to 
have been sustained during a football match at the Recreation 
ground due to a faulty pitch at the beginning of August.  There 
had been no notifications to any Council staff or the Corfe 
Mullen Sports Association regarding any injuries at the time 
or since and the matter has been passed to the Council’s 
insurers whose legal department will deal with.  Further 
updates will follow. 

• Council Office Covid-19 closure – all office staff have been 
working from home in line with the Government restrictions in 
place until 2 December 2020.  All staff have been able to carry 
out their normal duties as is they were present in the office 
thanks to the LogMeIn Pro subscription, which has proved 
very successful.  Regular checks have been made to the 
office by the Clerk and Deputy Clerk for post and security.  The 
Grounds Staff remain working and the Deputy Clerk has been 
in close contact with them all to ensure they are working safely 
and do not feel neglected, whilst the Head Groundsman has 
been off sick. 

• Dorset Clerks and Chief Executive’s meeting: 

• Dorset Local Plan – The Clerk attended the Chief 
Executive and Town and Parish Clerks meeting on 
Thursday 19 November 2020.  An agenda item was 
included on the Dorset Local Plan and the information 
given was as follows:- 
1.  Dorset want to make it clear that the plan is not a 

“done deal”.  They very much want to hear from all 
Towns and Parishes and recognise that they hold the 
key to the consultation with residents across Dorset.   

2. The timeline has slipped due to Covid-19, but it is 
hoped to start the consultation in January.  It is unlikely 
that there will be any public events and the help of the 
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Towns and Parishes in engagement is requested.  
There is also the possibility of Post Offices assisting 
with publicising the plan across Dorset. 

  The Clerk now has a contact in the planning policy  
  department and will, as they have requested, make 
  contact with her to discuss the concerns of Corfe  
  Mullen Town Council so they have the information  
  from the outset.  The consultation will then be  
  responded to formally in the new year. 

• Public Health Dorset provided the weekly figures for 
 the Dorset area in respect of the pandemic and  
 confirmed that it was looking hopeful that the number 
 of cases had started to reduce, albeit very slowly.   
 Dorset were planning for a reopening after lockdown 
 into Tier 2 restrictions, but there is the possibility that 
 it may reopen directly into Tier 3, which is not much 
 different from the current national lockdown   
 restrictions.  Public Health Dorset will keep Clerks  
 informed of the position. 

• It was mentioned that next year will see a Dorset  
 Review of Community Governance including parish 
 boundaries.  The Chief Executive was somewhat  
 surprised, saying he was not aware of this and would 
 find out more for a future meeting.  It was requested 
 that the Dorset Local Plan be reviewed in line with any 
 boundary review to avoid any unnecessary work being 
 done by Towns and Parishes and the Local Plan  
 officers agreed it would be sensible. 

• There was a presentation given on the resettlement of 
 EU citizens and Clerks were advised that it is illegal for 
 Town and Parish Councillors to assist residents with 
 their applications.  They should be signposted to the 
 resettlement team at Dorset who are qualified to assist 
 them.  This includes Councillors, so please do  
 signpost rather than assist if you are approached and 
 asked for help to complete application forms or use  
 computers. 

• Office and Village Hall Security – it was hoped that a report 
on the works required along with quotes would be brought to 
this Full Council meeting, however, due to the government 
lockdown, security companies are not prepared to visit sites 
for providing quotes at the present time.  The matter will be 
delayed, and a report will be produced for Full Council once 
contractors are happy to carry out visits once again. 

Implications: No implications – report for information. 

Recommendation: No recommendations required. 

 
Nicola Gray 
Town Clerk 

  


