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CORFE MULLEN TOWN COUNCIL – REPORT  
 

Meeting Date: 26 January 2021 
 

Agenda Item: TC 20/141        Paper: H 
 

Subject: Dorset Local Plan Consultation 

 

Purpose of 
Report: 

To note the Dorset Local Plan and agree a response. 

Background: The Dorset Local Plan is Dorset Council’s plan covering the whole of 
the county for the next 15 years.  It incorporates a number of 
evidential documents to support the Plan, including a green belt 
review carried out in 2017. 
 
Volume 1 (consultation) of the Plan can be found here 
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-
policy/dorset-council-local-plan/the-plan/pdfs/dclp-jan-2021-
dorsetcouncillocalplan-vol1.pdf  
 
Volume 2 covering the South East Dorset region (covering Corfe 
Mullen) can be found here 
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-
policy/dorset-council-local-plan/the-plan/pdfs/dclp-jan-2021-vol-2-
south-eastern-dorset.pdf  
 
The Strategic and Non-Strategic Policies can be found here 
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-
policy/dorset-council-local-plan/the-plan/pdfs/dclp-jan-2021-
appendices-1-5.pdf  
 
The green belt review which impacts Core Mullen may be found here 
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-
policy/east-dorset/local-development-framework/evidence-base-
studies/pdfs/green-belt-assessment/green-belt-review-sept-2017-
appendix-part-1.pdf  
 
The consultation commenced on Monday 18 January 2021 and is the 
first stage of the Plan being implemented.  The first stage consultation 
ends on 15 March 2021.  There will be further public consultation 
following any amendments made from the first consultation, which is 
hoped to take place later in 2021. 
 
Dorset Council have advised that further public consultation will be 
less Dorset controlled, therefore it is essential that as many people 
living in Dorset have their say and respond during the first 
consultation so that amendments can be made. 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-policy/dorset-council-local-plan/the-plan/pdfs/dclp-jan-2021-dorsetcouncillocalplan-vol1.pdf
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-policy/dorset-council-local-plan/the-plan/pdfs/dclp-jan-2021-dorsetcouncillocalplan-vol1.pdf
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-policy/dorset-council-local-plan/the-plan/pdfs/dclp-jan-2021-dorsetcouncillocalplan-vol1.pdf
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-policy/dorset-council-local-plan/the-plan/pdfs/dclp-jan-2021-vol-2-south-eastern-dorset.pdf
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-policy/dorset-council-local-plan/the-plan/pdfs/dclp-jan-2021-vol-2-south-eastern-dorset.pdf
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-policy/dorset-council-local-plan/the-plan/pdfs/dclp-jan-2021-vol-2-south-eastern-dorset.pdf
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-policy/dorset-council-local-plan/the-plan/pdfs/dclp-jan-2021-appendices-1-5.pdf
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-policy/dorset-council-local-plan/the-plan/pdfs/dclp-jan-2021-appendices-1-5.pdf
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-policy/dorset-council-local-plan/the-plan/pdfs/dclp-jan-2021-appendices-1-5.pdf
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-policy/east-dorset/local-development-framework/evidence-base-studies/pdfs/green-belt-assessment/green-belt-review-sept-2017-appendix-part-1.pdf
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-policy/east-dorset/local-development-framework/evidence-base-studies/pdfs/green-belt-assessment/green-belt-review-sept-2017-appendix-part-1.pdf
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-policy/east-dorset/local-development-framework/evidence-base-studies/pdfs/green-belt-assessment/green-belt-review-sept-2017-appendix-part-1.pdf
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-policy/east-dorset/local-development-framework/evidence-base-studies/pdfs/green-belt-assessment/green-belt-review-sept-2017-appendix-part-1.pdf
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Key Points: The plan is owned by Dorset Council and they have requested 
assistance from Town and Parish Councils to encourage residents of 
Dorset to respond as individuals.  In addition, Dorset would like 
responses from the Town and Parish Councils themselves. 
 
Appendix 1 is the publicity information from Dorset Council to 
encourage responses.  It has been requested from Dorset for Town 
and Parish Councils to disseminate this within the community as best 
they can, and there is a very strong network of information being led 
by the community libraries. 
 
The Clerk attended the Dorset wide meeting on Thursday 21 January 
2021, where it was collectively requested by Clerks, because of the 
pressure on their time and it being recognised this is Dorset Council’s 
plan, that Dorset Council produce a 2 page summary for each area 
for Towns and Parishes to send out to their communities.   Dorset 
Council have a reasonable amount of publicity material for the plan 
but this was missing and they should be providing the information to 
enable Towns and Parishes to be the method of sharing and pushing 
the information out. 
 
The following points are some of those which impact Corfe Mullen: 
 

• The specific information relating to Corfe Mullen is within 
Volume 2, Chapter 8. 

• The areas identified for development listed within the 
document are: 

• Land south of Blandford Road, for the expansion of the 
village’s existing offer of retail and local facilities; 

• Land to the north of Corfe Mullen, with capacity to provide 
for 112 homes; 

• Land west of Pardy’s Hill, with capacity for around 50 
homes; 

• Land to the east of Haywards Lane, Pardy’s Hill, with 
capacity to provide for around 150 homes; 

• Land to the west of Haywards Lane, Pardy’s Hill, with 
capacity to provide for around 200 homes. 

• There is a recognition that it would be unlikely for the land 
south of Blandford Road to be developed due to the protected 
Dorset Heathland which is within 400m. 

• The land north of Corfe Mullen was identified within the 
Christchurch and East Dorset Local Plan 2014 and has 
subsequently been built on with the relocation of the 
allotments.  The Lockyer’s School site was also identified but 
has been removed with the comment in the plan that “further 
retail development will come forward elsewhere in the area 
over the Plan period”. 

• Land West of Pardy’s Hill is recognised as within the green 
belt and considered suitable for release for development with 
an allocation for informal green space or community space 
(such as allotments) at the northernmost part of the site.  A 
member of the public has already contacted the Town 
Council office with information regarding why this area was 
not built on previously and this has been included at Appendix 
2.  The member of the public concerned was advised to put 
in their own opinion to the consultation as a resident and 
encouraged to share the information about the Plan and 
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consultation with as many local people as possible to raise 
the profile and encourage responses. 

• Land to the East AND west of Haywards Lane has been 
identified as within the green belt and suitable for release for 
development. 

 
An overall map of the areas identified can be found on page 21 of 
Chapter 8 in Volume 2. 
 
After each section within the document there are specific questions 
for the reader to answer as part of the consultation response. 
 
Members should consider all the information within the Dorset Local 
Plan and identify anything they would like to include in the response 
from the Town Council.  It is important to read volume 1 of the 
document to establish the planning strategy to avoid inappropriate 
responses and questions.   
 
The Plan itself does identify the importance of Neighbourhood plans 
and as there is a strong possibility that the Dorset Local Plan will be 
adopted as it stands, a Neighbourhood Plan for Corfe Mullen will be 
the only way to manage any development within the parish going 
forward.  The Dorset Local Plan itself states, “When a neighbourhood 
plan is made part of the development plan, its policies will take 
precedence over the existing non-strategic policies in the local plan 
for that neighbourhood where they are in conflict”.  The strength of 
those policies within a Neighbourhood Plan will determine whether 
developers wish to continue to develop or not.   
 
Members are encouraged to respond as individual residents as well 
as in their capacity as Corfe Mullen Town Council and all residents 
who wish to comment should do so direct with Dorset Council via the 
correct method advertised.  At the end of this paper is a flyer which 
was received at the Town Council office on Friday 22 January 2021 
and has a QR code for ease of use. 
 

Implications: No response from the Town Council will send a negative message to 
the residents of Corfe Mullen and indicate to Dorset Council that the 
Plan is acceptable in its whole current form. 
 
There will be an allocation for housing placed on Corfe Mullen which 
cannot be stopped, therefore alternative areas may be suggested in 
the consultation, if the Town Council feels that is appropriate and 
residents agree.  This would then form part of a Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

Recommendation: To recommend that a response from the Town Council to the Dorset 
Local Plan Consultation be agreed and members assist with ensuring 
the information is disseminated through the community and residents 
are encouraged to respond. 

 
Nicola Gray 
Town Clerk 
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Dorset Council Local Plan Consultation – we need your views. 
Planning affects us all. The Council’s planning policies are set out in Local Plans which 

are the legal starting point in determining planning applications. Public and stakeholder 

engagement is an important part of the plan making process. Involving residents, 

businesses, organisations, experts, infrastructure providers and town and parish councils 

allows local knowledge and expertise to be gathered from a wide range of perspectives. 

This consultation sets out recommended strategies and policies meeting the requirements 

of Regulation 18 of the Town and Country Planning Act (Local Planning) (England) 

Regulations 2012. 

 

Dorset Council have produced a draft Local Plan containing proposals for guiding future 

development in the Dorset Council area up to 2038. The plan outlines the strategy for 

meeting the needs of the area such as housing, employment, and community services 

including schools, retail, leisure and community facilities. The plan directs development to 

the most suitable locations near to existing facilities, and detailed policies promote high 

quality development that respects and enhances the character of each area. The plan 

also protects Dorset's natural environment and contributes towards the mitigation and 

adaptation to climate change. 

 
Between 18 January 2021 and 15 March 2021 you are able to comment on the 
proposals. 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning-policy/dorset-council-local-plan.aspx
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What is in the plan? 

View the Dorset Council Local Plan consultation on the council’s website at 

www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/Dorset-council-local-plan 

Paper copies of the plan are available for loan via click and collect from your local 

Dorset Council library (Covid-19 permitting) 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/libraries-history-culture/libraries/find-your-local- 

library/dorset-libraries.aspx. 

If you are shielding volunteers can help you pick up a paper copy of the plan for you 

from your local library. Find out more about support for those shielding at 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe- 

weather/emergencies/coronavirus/community-response/communities-and- 

volunteering.aspx 

Find out more 

Listen to or watch webinars 

We are holding webinars throughout the consultation period on key themes within 

the plan. Each webinar will consist of a short presentation followed by a question and 

answer session. 

www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset-council-local-plan-webinars 

The timetable for webinars is as follows: 

Date Topic Time 

Tuesday 26 January Distribution of development: including 

settlement hierarchy and the spatial 

distribution of development. 

12-1pm 

Thursday 28 January All things environmental: Climate change, 

renewable energy, flooding and biodiversity. 

12-1pm 

Tuesday 2 February Central Dorset towns, housing and 

employment and landscape. 

12-1pm 

Thursday 4 February Western Dorset: towns, housing and 

employment sites and heritage 

12-1pm 

Tuesday 9 February Housing: including housing need, 

neighbourhood planning and affordable 

housing. 

12-1pm 

Thursday 11 February South Eastern Dorset: towns, housing and 

employment sites and the green belt 

12-1pm 

Tuesday 16 February Northern Dorset: towns, housing and 

employment sites and Design 

12-1pm 

Thursday 18 February The Economy, community and collecting 

money from development 

12-1pm 

http://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/Dorset-council-local-plan
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/libraries-history-culture/libraries/find-your-local-library/dorset-libraries.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/libraries-history-culture/libraries/find-your-local-library/dorset-libraries.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-weather/emergencies/coronavirus/community-response/communities-and-volunteering.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-weather/emergencies/coronavirus/community-response/communities-and-volunteering.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-weather/emergencies/coronavirus/community-response/communities-and-volunteering.aspx
http://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset-council-local-plan-webinars
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Telephone the team 
We also have a dedicated phone line available during the consultation period open 
Monday to Friday from 10am – 2pm. Telephone 01305 252500 to speak to a 
member of the team. 

Planning surgeries for groups 

Town or Parish councils, organisations or community groups can attend a planning 
surgery during the consultation period to discuss any queries with officers. Limited 
spaces are available on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursday from 10am until 
2pm. Telephone 01305 252500 to reserve your slot. 

How can I make a comment? 

• Make sure you give your name and either postal or email address along 
with your postcode so that your response can be considered appropriately. 

• Use the official form. 

• Make your comments within the consultation period. 

Please note: 

• representations cannot be treated as confidential. By competing a 
representation, you agree to your name (but not your address) and comments 
being made available for public viewing. 

• the Council does not accept any responsibility for the contents of the comments 
submitted. We reserve the right to remove any comments containing 
defamatory, abusive or malicious allegations. 

I want to make my comment online 

View and comment on the plan at the following link - 
www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset- council-local-plan 

The benefits of doing your response this way are as follows: 

• less impact on the environment as we do not need to use paper or postage. 

• you’ll be emailed a copy of your response as confirmation once submitted. 

• you’ll also be able to start your response and return to it at a later date – a 

confirmation email will send you a link to where you left off. 

• you can upload supporting information to your response. 

I want to email you my comment 

We also accept responses emailed to us at planningpolicy@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk, 
completed on the specified response form. 

I want to write my comment on paper 

There are paper copies of the response form available upon request for those 
without internet or computer access. Please telephone 01305 252500 to request 
your copy. This is an important part of helping to shape the first local plan for the 
whole Dorset Council area. We appreciate your time and your comments. 

http://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset-council-local-plan
http://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset-council-local-plan
mailto:planningpolicy@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
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Draft Policy 5.4 Corfe Mullen Housing Options 

LR2SC59 Cogdean Elms Industrial Estate 

There is a very long history of dry cleaning solvents from this estate badly polluting springs, 

underground watercourses and woodland, so killing trees and herbaceous vegetation on 

private land and on Dorset Wildlife Trust’s SNCI nature reserve at Happy Bottom as well as 

killing fish and invertebrates in local ponds.  Full details will be available from the Environment 

Agency who are still monitoring it (pers.comm). Remedial measures will be required prior to 

any redevelopment of the site and should be conditioned (NPPF 178, 179) 

Waterloo Valley 

LPR REG18 -89 Sleight Lane/Pardy’s Hill 

LPR REG18 – 127 East and West of Haywards Lane 

EDEP objects to any of this area being taken forward for development. The integrity of the 

Waterloo Valley as a whole should be retained to comply with both NPPF requirements (170, 

171, 174) on conserving and enhancing the natural environment and with the Draft Local Plan 

core policies discussed above. 

EDDC has for many years (including at the EiP for Core Strategy) maintained strong objection 

to the undesirable major westward expansion of Corfe Mullen below the 200ft contour , thereby 

having a harmful and damaging effect on the valley landscape and the rural setting of the 

village from the west  (Decision letter  24.4.16 EDDC PA 3/16/0134/OUT). 

Biodiversity 

The whole area of all the option sites in this part of Corfe Mullen includes grassland of good 

biodiversity interest, species rich hedgerows, woodland (Joiners Copse) and native trees of 

considerable age and streams all linking ecologically both to the SSSI grasslands (Corfe 

Mullen Meadows to the south of the option sites) and to the SNCI woodlands throughout the 

Valley and on the plateau, and supporting foraging of bats and nightjar. The importance of the 

valley as a functional whole is evidenced by  

 the large number of designations of national and county importance,  

 mapping of both the current and potential ecological network, and  

 observation of the Option Sites by EDEP members over many years.  

Loss of any of the habitats would require significant compensation and mitigation. Detailed 

habitat survey (at appropriate times of year, in the absence of grazing and in non-drought 

conditions) and protected and priority species surveys are essential. Development here would 

disrupt the existing coherent ecological network of the Waterloo Valley and be contrary to 

NPPF. 

Drainage issues 

The slopes of the Eastern side of the plateau play an important role in holding water back in 

the landscape. This should not be disrupted. 

The gradient of the land leading up to the plateau presents land drainage and access issues. 

Flooding of the area (including roads) every winter indicate significant sustainable drainage 

would be a prerequisite to any development. In addition to run-off from Pardy’s Hill causing 

localised flooding, a small stream between two of the fields floods Haywards Lane in periods 

of heavy rain. Water attenuation ponds would be essential, leading to further loss of biodiverse 
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grasslands. Details of flooding problems have been highlighted in EDEP’s and local residents’ 

responses to planning applications for the area between Pardy’s Hill and Sleight Lane. 

Access 

There are considerable traffic and road safety concerns with vehicles attempting to access the 

already busy B3074 from the steep gradients of Sleight Lane and Pardy’s Hill with limited 

visibility at the junctions and, with Pardy’s Hill, proximity to Lockyers School with children 

crossing the road. We raised objections to development of this area during the preparation of 

Core Strategy – these were upheld by EDDC and the Inspector at EiP.  The steep gradient of 

Pardy’s Hill renders it unsuitable for parents with pushchairs or the elderly. It is off the gritting 

route so the road and pavements are unsafe in icy conditions. 
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